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RICH\!O\’D (UPI) - A former R)chmond ’
city councxlman operated 2 phony research’
firm begmmng in the Jate 1950s that was some-

_times used by the CIA to train spies, The Rich-",
mond News Leader reported Tuesday.

*I did it as a patriotic cmzen * John E.
Lawler told the paper.

Lawler saig he began accepting Cx—; &ssigm-
ments when he retired in 1950 as special zagent ’
in charge of the Richmond FBI office. He was

on the council {from 1935 to 1950.

Lawler, 73. said he ran z phony research or-
ganization du"bed the Old Dominion Research
Co. that was 2 front for 2 CIA training and pay-
rol]l pperaton: . - .

The newspaper said the fnrm which Lawler
operaied between 185€ 2nd 1960, fit the pau-
1ern of other ClA-backed erganizations that
posed as foundalioms Mo pay Sudents and
schelurs abrozd 16 vallect inteilipenee. -

Lawler agreed to the interview afterhe do’
nateg 2 large coliection of personal papers and

documents to Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity. .
' One folder in the conecnon includes apph-
cations for overseas research grants or Tetters
from Lawler approving research projects in the
Middle East and. Europe. the paper said. >
Lawler maintained he never knew muth i
about what went on_in the research corporation |
2ngd what he did know he has since forgotten: - ‘7-i.i
*It just vanishes in time™ he said. .~. _
The CIA declined to confirm or dem the
Wews Lzader's report : Y .
Ap initial inguiry from the paper in Abnl
brought a letter saying there was “no record”
of the undercover organization. But thé News..
. Leader said a subsequent letter in December
acknowledged “we :should have said that a
records . search fanled to locate any” overt i
records.--: S e
“Further, we should have stated that the g
fact pf the existence or non-existence .of any -
. documents which would reveal a confidentialor -
_ covert CIA connection with or interest in mat-
_ -ters relating to those set forth in vour request |
1s classified. 2™~ e e
: "B) this statment,” the letter went on to- ' - -
cay, “we are neither confirming nor denymg |
that any such documents exlst... e e
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